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MADELINE CASH

r .. r : :: - lut why bring a plant into a church in the first

:' . -.:: Father Andrew It wasn't a botanical garden.

, .:= :iant too, meaning monster in Latin, assumed
i .'- : -,-:.,\\'. although he wasn't sure, hadn't studied Latin

. - : :: -- r:.:\-. majored instead in French Cinema. The plant

- -'i -. -,sI of Reasons to Dislike Miss Winkle. Also on the

, : l -,s,:ns to Dislike Miss Winkle was that she never do-

-- =,:- , - :re quarterly fix-the-church-beils chariry fundraiser

r , : - : -:-arned quarterly about the lack of church bells. And

r- - ,-..: :r the habit of saying "I'll say" when she hadn't, in

.. - - s:- j ar\-th1ng at ali. She had never, in recent memory, of-

: - * 1:r :nginal point or enhanced a conversation. She simply

=:.,,i i L sar-" onto someone else's conversational enhance-

--.-:: -,,,-hich s-as disingenuous and obnoxious and probably

-,:i:::::., e oi a deeper character flaw, maybe even inherent evil

:f,:::rg rack ro \liss Winkie's apple-eating ancestor, or at least

:his u'as u-hat Father Andrew told the state-mandated thera-

r:st -\fter that unsavoriness a while back with the priests and

:he alrar bor.s, Our Lady of Suffering made some structural

.aanges to its programming, such as weekly Consent through

Chrisr ri-orkshops, an intimacy czat at every confessional, and

mandarorv ps,vchoanalysis for the presbyters with the newly

appointed parish shrink. The parish shrink often attributed Fa-

ther Andrew's "latent misogyny" toward Miss Winkle to "re-

pressed sexual desire," a diagnosis rvith which Father Andrew

ardently disagreed. He was not repressing anything, had been

with a number of women-thirty-three, specifically, one for

every year of Jesus's life-before joining the seminary. Plus,

he highly doubted that his masculine desires would express

themselves for Miss E
tured to dunpa* unhal
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MADELINE CASH

Bobbing for Autism, or Knitting for Narcolepsy. There was no

excuse, really, for poor attendance after the church's employ-

ment of digital devotionals. Father Andrew was a practitioner

somewhat canonized for his adaptation to the digital age, his

multivalence when it came to mass. All places of worship in
the town had adapted to the changing times-Rabbi Hoff-
man had even instituted a mobiie bris service: Take an Inch,

Give a Mohei. Yet the Flynn girls, the whole Flynn family, were

AWOL. Father Andrew reminisced abour how they used to
love Apple Bobbing for Autism, a real shame.

"Take a seat, Harper."

Father Andrew gestured toward the vacant chair before

him. While biblically there were no coincidences, the fam-

r1r-'s iong absence had been broken by their father, Bud Flynn,

u ho'd knocked and taken that same chair only a few days prior.
''Take a seat, Bud." Father Andrew had said.

"Father, say hr,rrothetically a friend of mine wanted to, say,

terminate their time on earrh. How would that play out, spiri-

rually speaking?" Bud had said.

"Play out\"
"Like, would they go to hell-definitively?"
"Wel1, suicide is a deadly sin. God decides when it is our

time. To deny Him of that is heresy-"
'?\nd you're confidenr rhar nothing slides through the

cracks? It's tight?"
"Like airport securiry."

"Heresy, huh?"

Father Andrew gave a stoic nod.
"That sounds serious."

"Perhaps yow frian
further?"

"Yeah, perhaps."

There came a sharp
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MADELINE CASH

"Perhaps we should examine the imperus behind your
compulsive storytelling. "

"I'm a creative."
"Let's dive a litde deeper. How are things at home?"
-I think my dad's trying to kill himself."
"What makes yoq say that?"
"He was looking tp least painful ways to kill yourself ot the

family computer."
"I wish that you and your sisters would come back to mass.

We are more susceptible to darkness during times of hardship."
"'We're reformed."
"I thinkyou'd find the general sentimenr resonant."

Harper liked being spoken to like an adult. Father Andrew

could see the cogs turningbehind her eyes. He felt tenderly for
the litde lapsed Catholic.

"Wait, I'm not finished confessing."

Harper pulled a pink electronic cigarette from her jumper

and took a long pull. It gave a gratifying crackle. "I've been

stealing Mr. Friedman's Trizoletin from the pharmacy and

selling it at school. Sometimes I light small fires behind the

laundromat. I started Father Hayworth's nickname-Father

Gayworth-and it's really caught on. I sent a video of Nordic
pornography to everyone in my dad's work email-it's a really

specific genre, lots of pelts involved. I stabbed a pocketknife

into the tire of the church van in the parking lot on the way
in here. I have been teaching myself Latin to mess with my
school's Pentecostal group, burning my hands with a magnify-

ing glass and daiming stigmata. I've racked up significanr debr

shopping Korean wholesale websites on my morher's credit

l

card. I stole some mm
knowwhat I amgoingt

lobster from the lobsfie

i, -y sisters'bathtr:b- l
room after tennis 2ttdP
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cally bored."
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MADELINE CASH

was, of course, impossible. A trick of the inner eaq like listen-

ing to a shell, he thought.
"So am I going to hell?" Harper asked.

"No, Harper."
"Excommunicated? In latae s ententiae?"
"That's not for me to say"
"lt's literally for you to say."

"Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God

the things that are God's." Father Andrew swatted at a gnat ir-

ritabir,: He had mercy on the Flynn family.

As he left the church that afternoon Father Andrew weaved

through the pews, collected sorne nutshells, returned a few
songbooks to their pouches, empried the ashtrays from the

alcoholics' meeting. He locked the great doors and strode

through the parking lot, where he knelt and plucked a pocket-

knife from the left rear tire of the church van.
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MADELINE CASH

Bud caught a glimpse of himself-his halo of hair loss-in
the rearview mirror; it was the face of a man who hadn't been

cool for several presidential administrations. A man who, in
his youth, had contemplated but ultimately decided against

three fifferent irorfc tattoos and a man who, like his hair, still

d*g to certain material fantasies that for all intents and pur-

poses no longer existed. Despite his deteriorating exterior, his

insides were as reliable as the engine of a German car. A recent

colonoscopli endoscopy, and colorectal cancer screening had

all come back dean, which meant he would not soon die, not

gnaturally anyway.

Bud usually didn't care for talk radio. It felt like he was

eavesdropping on someone's conversation. But now an anchor

was reporting the latest on two men who'd escaped a local

prison using only a permanent retainer, and it was, admittedly,

compelling content. Not compelling enough to change the

evening s chartered course but enough for him to loiter in the

driveway awhile. Yet when he drove into the sea, Bud wanted

to listen to something of the power ballad variety, those musi-

cal vanguards who described thunder as 'velvety" and sang of
being "guided by hght." But, for the life of him, Bud could not
understand how to access the car's Bluetooth capabilities.

"Hit 'pair with device."' His daughter, the middle one, what
was her name again-Louise!-was at the driver's window.

"You snuckup on me, honey."
"I've been standing here for, like, a minute and a half!"

He beckoned her to come inside the car. She dawdled, or-

biting the vehicle like a minor planet before shoving aside the

takeout and assuming the passenger seat. Women are ethereal

creatures, thouglt Bu
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